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137 January 22, 1904 

respect to acute intestinal diseases, wiiicii caused 33 deaths. There 
was, however, a notable decrease with regard to acute diseases of the 
respiratory organs, which claimed (iO victims. Furthermore, there 
were registered 4 deaths from influenza, 8 deaths from measles, G 
deaths from diphtheria, 4 deaths from scarlet fever, 76 deaths from 
phthisis pulmonalis, and 41 deaths from cancer. Finally, 11 persons 
died by violence. 

Typlioid fever hi Germany — Precautions to he observed. 

[Extract from the "(jesundheltsbuchlein," issued by the Imperial Health Department of Germany. 

Typhoid fever. — Thanks to the improvements in the public sanitation 
in many large German cities in which formerly numerous cases of ill- 
ness and death and even widespread epidemics were caused by typhoid 
fever, this disease has become rarer. It prevails, however, largely in 
the countrjr and in many cities. In the twenty j^ears from 1877 to 1896 
49,948 personw died from tj-phoid fever in the towns of Germany which 
have population of not less than 1 5,000, being a 3'early average of 2,497 
deaths for the whole Empire: still, since 1877, there has been a steadj- 
decline in the number of deaths from tj'phoid fever. In the tive j'ears 
from 1877 to 1891 the average was only 2,269 annually, although there 
has been a great increase in the urban population during the same 
period; from 1892 to 1896 the average was 1,666, and in the year 1897 
there were only 1,552 deaths from typhoid fever. 

The typhoid germs leave the body of the patient with the excreta 
and urine, and easily pass, even with careful watching, to his linen 
and bedding. Sometimes the excretions occur involuntarily. 

From his linen the infectious germs ma}' spread to his hands, and 
next to all objects touched hj him, such as clothes, food, and utensils, 
and may thus carry infection to relatives, nurses, physicians, and other 
persons who do not carefully observe the regulations necessary in the 
intercourse with the patient. The patient's linen must be disinfected 
as soon as possible after use, and the sick room and its furniture after 
the close of the illness. The excreta of the patient should never be 
discharged or removed without previous disinfection. The nonob- 
servance of this latter regulation is a frequent cause of epidemics of 
typhoid fever. 

HONDUEAS. 

Epidemic of aMhrax in department of Jntihitca. 

The following is received from Consul Moe at Tegucigalpa, under 
date of December 22: 

Late in November a disease broke out among the inhabitants of the 
department of Intibuca, Honduras, and became general in the town of 
La Esperanza. At first the disease was variously diagnosed, and as 
little was done in the matter of confining its spread or 'alleviating the 
suffering of those persons afflicted many became violently ill, and a 
large number died through nontreatment or mistreatment. 

The attention of the Government was finallj' called to the matter, 
and a sanitary and h3'gienic commission, composed of two physicians 
and surgeons of high repute in Honduras, was appointed by the Gov- 
ernment to investigate and report on the nature of the epidemic and 



